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REDUCTION OF SERVICES BY THE CANADIAN

COAST GUARD _

[ would like to draw your attention to
the looming reduction in sery ices by the
Canadian Coast Guard.

The Canadian Coast Guard in Ottawa
has announced that in an effort to save
money, it will be reducing the number
of Marine Communications and Trat-
fic Services Officers on watch at each
of the five centres located in the Pacific
Region. Your readers will be famihar
with the services we provide from Van-
couver, Victoria (Sidney), Tofino Uclue-
let), Prince Rupert and Comox as Coast
Guard Radio and Traffic Services (see
“Vessel Traffic Services” May 2011).

There are no job cuts as a result of this
decision. The Canadian Auto Workers
members that work at these centres are
committed to providing the same pro-
fessional services they always have, but
feel that by thinning out the service, the
government and coast guard are plac-
ing lives and the environment at risk.

Having just gone through a lengthy
fight against lighthouse de-staffing, the
government is now trying to reduce the
very service (MCTS) that collects the
weather information and disseminates
it to the mariners that use it.

Reducing from three officers on watch
to two will mean the flow of communi-
cations to search and rescue resources
and the Joint Rescue Coordination
Centre will be delayed. At busy times
during marine incidents, there may be
times where vessel traffic services will
be unmonitored.

Although the Canadian Coast Guard
in Ottawa has said it has assumed the
risk and implications of this decision,
the CAW feels the public is not willing
to sacrifice their own safety for the few
dollars saved based on decisions made
2,500 miles away on their behalf.

Allan Hughes:
Regional director, CAW Local 2182
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