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Canadian and U.S. scientists use the Canadian Coast Guard vessel, the CCGS Henry Larsen, in August 2012, to retrieve
instruments assessing ice and currents in the region.
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OTTAWA — More than $100 million in cuts are underway at the federal department in charge of
protecting Canada’s water and oceans, despite recommendations from top bureaucrats that it needs to
increase spending for both environmental and economic reasons.
According to internal federal briefing notes obtained by Postmedia News, Prime Minister Stephen
Harper’s government is eliminating about 500 jobs at the Department of Fisheries and Oceans related
to Coast Guard services, patrols to stop illegal fishing activities as well as scientific research to promote
conservation, protect endangered species, and prevent industrial water pollution.
The cuts, part of the federal government’s efforts to eliminate its deficit, cover 26 different areas of the
department which has a workforce of about 10,000 employees. The downsizing also includes the
shutdown of federal libraries and millions of dollars in reductions to climate change adaptation

programs. In total, the department estimates it will cut about $80 million per year from its budget by
2014-15, and over $100 million per year in the following fiscal year.
But the cuts coincide with internal advice from top bureaucrats that the government should instead be
increasing its spending in the department to protect both economic and environmental interests,
particularly for Coast Guard services which are facing cuts equivalent to about $20 million by 2014-15
and 300 full-time jobs.
“Rising marine traffic, technological changes, climate change impacts (such as fluctuating water levels),
and extended shipping seasons are among the factors expected to continue to place increased
demands on Coast Guard services,” said briefing notes prepared for the department’s deputy minister
Matthew King in December 2012. “For example, there are demands for increasing icebreaking services
on the Gulf of St. Lawrence and on the Great Lakes, for extending Marine Communications and Traffic
Services, aids to navigation and ice breaking services in the Quebec North and Arctic for additional
environmental response as well as search and rescue capacities in selected areas.”
The department is in the process of eliminating the equivalent of about 96 full-time positions and
slashing spending by about $6 million in its Marine Communications and Traffic Centres which provide
“distress and safety call monitoring” and other services to ensure safe and efficient movement of
marine vessels.
The department’s restructuring also follows a shift in its mandate from the Harper government’s 2012
budget, which introduced what it described as “responsible resource development” by eliminating a
series of environmental laws and replacing them with new ones that significantly reduced federal
oversight on industrial development.
Those changes revamped a longstanding water pollution prevention law, the Fisheries Act, that
required the protection of all fish habitat, replacing it with a new law that only requires the protection of
water when humans are nearby.
In the midst of the overhaul, Fisheries and Oceans Minister Gail Shea told Parliament in a recent report
that her department was on the right track.
“It is my sincere belief that our work will enable us to fulfill our vision, which is to advance sustainable
aquatic ecosystems and support safe and secure Canadian waters while fostering economic prosperity
across maritime sectors and fisheries,” she said in her department’s performance report for 2012-13.
The department is also significantly reducing surveillance patrols of fishing activities off the coast of
Newfoundland as part of the government’s activities within the Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organization, cutting the equivalent of about $4.2 million and 23 full-time positions.
The department told Postmedia News that these cuts to NAFO were based on several positive
developments in recent years, including a 90 per cent drop in the number of serious cases of noncompliance by foreign fishing vessels since 2005, from 29 cases to 10 cases in 2011.

Other cuts to scientific research at the department include:
- $1 million in cuts and seven jobs eliminated through the closure of conservation and protection
offices.
- $1.5 million in cuts and about 14 job losses resulting from the transfer of the Experimental Lakes
Area, a system of lakes near Kenora in western Ontario where scientists have studied the impacts of
industrial pollution on water for decades.
- $1.7 million in cuts and 27 job losses following the elimination of an in-house research program
examining biological impacts of contaminants, pesticides and the oil and gas industry, and turning
instead toward a “small advisory group” to “outsource” research needs.
“Since the announcement, media attention has focused on the capacity of the department and its
scientists to provide adequate and timely advice to the government on the potential effects of
accidental spills of contaminants, especially oil, gas and diluted bitumen, into the environment,” said
the briefing material prepared for the deputy minister, that was marked “secret.”
Scientists from other departments, such as Environment Canada and Natural Resources Canada were
also doing some new research in recent months on the behaviour of diluted bitumen, the product from
Canada’s oilsands industry, in water to help oil companies prepare for environmental disasters.
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